
 

Last Call for entries for British Cider Championships 
 
Cider-makers across the country have until May 7th to get their entries in for the biggest and 
best cider and perry competition in Europe, the British Cider Championships. 
 
Staged as the centrepiece of the Orchards and Cider exposition at the Royal Bath and West 
Show (May 28-30), the championships regularly attract over 500 entries from cider-makers 
large and small.  Classes cover everything from traditional farmhouse cider through to 
‘modern cider’, made from dessert fruit, as well as still and sparkling perries and apple juice.  
This year, for the first time, a class has been introduced for low and zero alcohol ciders (0 to 
1.2 abv), reflecting increasing consumer demand for these products. 
 
The ‘Newcomer’ class has proved very popular since it was introduced in 2021 and has 
already attracted a healthy crop of entries. As the name suggests, it is open to individuals 
and businesses which are new to cider-making, producing less than 2,500 litres per year. 
 
Chief Steward of Orchards and Cider, Ross Mangles, commented:  “Whilst the number of 
entries for the championships has become relatively stable at around 500, what has been 
really striking has been, according to our team of expert judges, a consistent improvement in 
the overall quality.  The days when traditional cider could be characterised as ‘scrumpy’ are 
long gone.  The ciders and perries entered for the BCC can fairly be said to be among the 
best in the world. 
 
“Last year’s summer sunshine helped produce a bumper crop of really high quality cider 
apples, which we are expecting to produce a bumper crop of really high quality ciders”.   
 
Ends 
 
Further information:  ross.w.mangles@gmail.com or anthony.gbsn@googlemail.com 07831 
677144 
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