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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Introducing the Festival of Heavy Horses sponsored by WHISTLEFISH to the Royal
Bath and West Show with a fresh new approach to the Heavy Horse Village and
Special Guest Martin Clunes.

The Royal Bath & West Show is delighted to welcome the Festival of Heavy Horses to
the 2026 show, with huge thanks to headline supporter WHISTLEFISH, the sustainable
card company inspired by the Cornish coastline. This year’s Festival brings a fresh and
engaging approach to the much-loved Heavy Horse Village.

Located on Avenue A, visitors are invited to meet the true stars of the show - some of
the UK’s rare and magnificent heavy horse breeds. These include Shires, Clydesdales,
Percherons, Suffolks, and the largest of them all, the North American Belgian, standing
an impressive 21 hands high.

The Festival of Heavy Horses celebrates these iconic animals, which have played a vital
role throughout our history. With many heavy horse breeds now listed as endangered -
including the Suffolk Punch, which is particularly at risk — the event also highlights the
importance of protecting their future and ensuring they continue to have a meaningful
place in modern working life.

Visitors will have the opportunity to meet the passionate owners and grooms who care
for these gentle giants and learn what makes them such a pleasure to work alongside.
From close-up encounters and photo opportunities to seeing them in action, the
Festival offers a truly immersive experience.

Daily displays in the main arena will showcase the horses’ strength, skill, and grace. The
performances are accompanied by a thoughtful and engaging commentary from the
“forever young” Mr Peter Clarke MBE, aged 89, who will then hand over to David
Mouland, one of the experienced drivers, to continue guiding spectators through each
team’s individual performance.

Audiences are encouraged to secure a good viewing spot ringside, where they can truly
feel the power of these remarkable horses as they stride past —the sound of the
harness, the vibration beneath their hooves, and the sheer scale of their presence
making for an unforgettable spectacle.

A major highlight of the 2026 Festival is the very special appearance of Martin Clunes,
actor, passionate heavy horse owner, and President of the British Horse Society. Martin
Clunes will officially open the Heavy Horse Village on Thursday 28 May 2026 at
10:00am, marking a proud moment for the event and its supporters.

The Festival of Heavy Horses promises to be a standout feature of this year’s Bath &
West Show and is not to be missed.
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For the latest updates, behind-the-scenes news, and live information during the show,

follow the Festival of Heavy Horses on Facebook.

The Royal Bath & West Show will take place at The Showground, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 6QN, from 28-30 May.



