Press Release
23 August 2022
Finest Channel Island talent at the Dairy Show

The Dairy Show is delighted to be hosting national shows for both the Jersey and Guernsey Cattle
Societies on 5 October at the Bath & West Showground in Somerset.
Exhibitors and visitors alike will be treated to a showcase of some of the UK’s finest Channel Island
talent, all judged under the eyes of domestic and internationally renowned judges; Duncan Hunter
and Lynden Bustard.
The Jerseys will fall under the inspection of Herefordshire-based Mr Hunter while the Guernseys will
be looking for a tap out from Devon-based Mr Bustard.
For Mr Hunter, a life in the showring encompasses experiences of being both judge and judged – the
latter undertaken with his commended Haresfoot Ayrshire herd which was dispersed in 2011. Prior
to this he took Interbreed Supreme Champion at the Dairy Show in 2010 with Simply Red Pamela.
His résumé in dairy cattle spans, collectively, over 50 years: Some 30 years of experience in dairy
cattle breeding and upwards of 20 years judging across the UK and overseas, taking in Finland,
Sweden, Latvia, Australia, and South Africa.
One of his biggest accolades to the Jersey breed was on the Channel Island itself. “I was very
honoured to be asked to judge the Jerseys at the Royal Jersey Agricultural Show in 2017,” he says.
“So to be invited to judge the JCS National Show at this year’s Dairy Show is a privilege.
“I appreciate all breeds, but I particularly like the functional structure of the Jersey,” he adds. “They
are smaller but have the ability to very efficiently convert forage into milk with high constituents,
which makes for a versatile commodity.”
So what will catch his eye? “I’ll be looking for excellent functional traits and overall balance,” he
says. “She needs a well attached udder; strong attachment in the fore and high and wide in the rear.
I want to see straight, free movement in locomotion. The whole cow needs to fit together well with
her correctness indicative of her potential to milk well for a good number of years.”
The senior cow class is a favourite for Mr Hunter: “Because what you see is what you’ve got. She’s
matured and proven herself and that’s why she’s being shown – but it still all comes down to
functional traits.”
Hailing from a dairying family in Ontario, Canada, Mr Bustard is a seasoned dairy cattle judge with
over 25 years under his belt.
His sharp eye has seen him show and judge successfully and extensively across Canada, the US,
South America, the UK, Ireland, Scandinavia, and Europe. Leaving the family farm - and its herd of
pedigree Holstein and Jersey cattle – he arrived in the UK in 1986 where he took on work preparing

cattle for show. Circa 1995 he jointly started a breeding services company before becoming a
classifier at Holstein UK.
The last time Guernseys were at the showground the breed was well represented, with Richard
Norton and Polly Whetham’s Je-taime Double L Bijou 2 taking home the coveted silverware for
Interbreed Supreme Champion at the Royal Bath & West Show 2022.
“The coloured breeds are well represented in the South West so I am in no doubt that the best will
be in attendance,” he says.
So how can a class act catch the sharp eye of Mr Bustard? “The breed gives a lot of milk with good
levels of butterfat and protein. Cows need good functional udders to support their levels of
production; and I will want to see them well attached with good teat placement,” he says.
“I’ll be looking for a correct rump, good width of chest and depth of body – and I want to see a
presence in the ring,” he adds.
Mr Bustard is also looking forward to seeing old and new faces. “It’ll be a great opportunity to meet
up with people I don’t often see – and it’ll be great to see some new faces too.”
Jess Chiplen, head of shows says: “We look forward to hosting both the Jersey and Guernsey
national shows at this year’s Dairy Show and welcoming the exhibitors that represent these iconic
Channel Island breeds.”

•

Entries are now open for all classes. At the Dairy Show. The closing date is 20 September
2022, to enter visit https://www.bathandwest.com/the-dairy-show/competitive-entries

Editors’ notes.
About the Royal Bath & West of England Society
The Society was founded in 1777 in Bath by a group of philanthropists led by Edmund Rack. We are a
registered charity organisation (Registered Charity Number 1039397). The Society was formed with
the aims of encouraging agriculture, arts, manufacture, and commerce.
Our charitable activities provide:
•
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•
•

Agriculture, veterinary, educational and art scholarships
Technical events and seminars
Practical farming advice and conferences
Countryside education
Diversification advice for farmers
Education for children
A marketplace for countryside products

