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Senior bulls set for showring comeback 

The return of one of the most anticipated beef classes is set to be a highlight at this 
year’s Royal Bath & West Show, with entries now open for both beef and dairy classes. 

Following strong demand from exhibitors, the Senior Bull Class for bulls born before 
2025 will return to the beef schedule on Thursday 28 May. A staple across all beef breed 
categories, the class is renowned for showcasing some of the most impressive animals 
on the showground. 

These bulls are often the largest and most powerful examples of their breed, and their 
absence in 2025 was keenly felt by exhibitors. 

Alongside the excitement in the beef ring, this year’s dairy competitions promise equally 
high standards, culminating in the prestigious interbreed championship, which takes 
place on Friday 29 May. 

Interbreed judge Andy Cope, who has judged at major shows across the UK and Europe, 
including the Royal Welsh, Royal Cornwall and Great Yorkshire, will take on the task of 
selecting the Supreme Dairy Champion.  

Explaining what he looks for in a winning animal, Andy says it’s key to have a functional, 
balanced cow that can produce quality milk while maintaining high standards of health 
and welfare. 

“You’re looking for an animal that is well balanced, strong enough but still dairy, with 
good legs and feet and an excellent udder, which is one of the most important 
functional traits in a dairy animal,” he adds. 

“The Royal Bath & West has always been a very prestigious show and one that people 
talk about across the country,” says Andy. “It brings together some of the best livestock 
and gives farmers a chance to showcase their top breeding stock. 

“It’s not just about winning; it’s about the camaraderie, meeting like-minded people and 
building connections. Farming can be quite isolating, and showing is a great way to 
bring people together,” he adds.  



Adding to the livestock experience, cattle housing will return to the Showering Pavilion, 
giving visitors the opportunity to enter, get up close to the animals and see them being 
prepared for the showring. 

“Showing is really important for pedigree breeders; you can have some of the best 
animals, but nobody might know about them. You never know who might be interested 
in buying from you in the future.”  

 

Beef entries close on 16 April while dairy entries close on 7 May. 

• Enter competitions at:  www.bathandwest.com/royal-bath-and-west-
show/competitions 

• Book tickets here: https://www.bathandwest.com/royal-bath-and-west-
show/visitors/tickets 

The Royal Bath & West Show will take place at The Showground, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset BA4 6QN, from 28–30 May. 

Editors’ notes. 

About the Royal Bath & West of England Society 

The Society was founded in 1777 in Bath by a group of philanthropists led by Edmund 
Rack. We are a registered charity organisation (Registered Charity Number 1039397). 
The Society was formed with the aims of encouraging agriculture, arts, manufacture, 
and commerce. 

Our charitable activities provide:  
 
• Agriculture, veterinary, educational and art scholarships  
• Technical events and seminars  
• Practical farming advice and conferences  
• Countryside education  
• Diversification advice for farmers  
• Education for children  
• A marketplace for countryside products  
 
The Society continues to deliver a wonderful mix of established traditional exhibits 
through to the latest energy technology and contemporary entertainment. 

The entertainment and features around the 240-acre site ensure enjoyment for every 
member of the family and include attractions that are spectacular to watch, 
educational, inspirational, “hands on” or just plain fun. 
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